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derived from a limited class. The Church was in theory,
and once it had been in practice, the spiritual and
intellectual trainer of the people. The privileges of the
multitude and the prerogatives of the Sovereign had
grown up together, and together they had waned. Under
the plea of liberalism, all the institutions which were
the bulwarks of the multitude had been sapped and
weakened, and nothing had been substituted for them.
The people were without education, and, relatively to
the advance of science and the comfort of the superior
classes, their condition had deteriorated, and their
physical quality as a race was threatened. Those who
in theory were the national party, and who sheltered
themselves under the institutions of the country
against the oligarchy, had, both by a misconception
and a neglect of their duties, become, and justly be-
come, odious; while the oligarchy, who had mainly
founded themselves on the plunder of the popular
estate, either in the shape of the possessions of the
Church or the domains of the Crown, had by the
patronage of certain general principles which they
only meagerly applied, assumed, and to a certain degree
acquired, the character of a popular party. But no
party was national: one was exclusive and odious, and
the other liberal and cosmopolitan.

The perverse deviation of political parties fromthei^
original significance may at first sight seem only a
subject of historical curiosity, but they assume a dif-
ferent character when they practically result in the
degradation of a people.

To change back the oligarchy into a generous aris-
tocracy round a real throne; to infuse life and vieroui